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Appendix  

 
1. Historical  Resources 
 
Middlebury’s built environment has been surveyed, documented, and recognized 
for its historic importance. It includes a National Historic Monument (the Emma 
Willard House). The Middlebury Village Historic District, comprised of the areas 
around the greens, together with the public, commercial, and residential areas 
along the 20 major and subsidiary roads that radiate from them, has been placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.  It includes approximately 275 
significant buildings ranging in date from the late 18th to mid 20th centuries, 57 
of which have been noted as having outstanding national historical or 
architectural significance. In addition to one of the most outstanding collections 
of Federal Style buildings in Vermont, the district is particularly strong in 
Italianate, French Second Empire, and Queen Anne style commercial, civic, and 
private structures. The State of Vermont has placed additional districts in 
Middlebury Village and East Middlebury, as well as individual structures 
throughout the town’s rural areas, on the State Register of Historic Places. All 
told, there are some 632 listed sites in Middlebury. Copies of the State and 
National Register listings are on file in the Town Offices and at the Henry 
Sheldon Museum. Information on the history of the town’s development and 
architectural heritage and a comprehensive compilation of its listed structures 
can also be found in the state publication The Historic Architecture of Addison 
County (Vermont Division for Historic Preservation, Montpelier: 1992).  

Middlebury has benefitted from a strong, local tradition of preserving civic and 
institutional landmarks, including important interior historic elements like those 
of the Community House, Painter House, John Warren House, and Beckwith 
Block.  Middlebury College has done an outstanding job with many of its historic 
campus structures as well as other landmark buildings it owns in the 
community. 

Outstanding historic resources accessible to the public: 

· Henry Sheldon Museum – 1829 home of Eben Judd, founder of 
Middlebury Marble Company; oldest incorporated village museum 
in the United States; period interiors, changing exhibitions of local 
history, unparalleled comprehensive visual and written 
documentation of town history, patterns, landmarks. 

 

· Vermont Folklife Center – 1804/5 home of textile manufacturer 
John Warren, one of the most elaborate Federal Style houses in the 
region, repository for Vermont’s grass-roots stories. 
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· Middlebury Community House – 1816 Home of Horatio 
Seymour, notable for its fine Federal Style staircase, mantles, and 
furnishings. It was donated to and is available for use by the 
town’s citizenry. 

 

· Middlebury Congregational Church – 1806-09 (Lavius Fillmore) 
– one of the most refined Federal Style churches in New England, 
with a domed and galleried interior.  A landmark visible from 
many points within and outside the village. 

 

· St. Stephen’s Church – 1826-7 (attr. Lavius Fillmore) – the first 
Gothic Revival church in Vermont. 

 

· Middlebury Inn – 1827 (1927) – a stagecoach hotel in continuous 
operation for over 180 years. 
 

· Middlebury College Campus – Old Stone Row (1814-65), 
modeled on Yale’s now demolished Old Brick Row, contains 
Painter Hall (1814-16), the oldest extant college building in 
Vermont. 
 

· Pulp Mill Bridge – One of only six double covered bridges left in 
the country. 

 

· Waybury Inn – East Middlebury, 1810 – stagecoach inn, setting 
for 1980s TV sit-com “Newhart.”  
 

· Vermont archaeology - Guidelines, including the predictive 
model can be accessed through the website of the Vermont 
Division for Historic Preservation.  http://www.historicvermont.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.historicvermont.org/
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2. FLOODING HISTORY 

 (Adapted from August 2003 Fluvial Geomorphic Assessment of the Middlebury 
River Watershed, South Mountain Research & Consulting Services and from 
USGS stream gauge records on Otter Creek at  Battell Block ) 

Flood 
Date(s) 

Description Data Source 

 

1913, March Highest peak flow and highest crest on record 
for the Otter Creek: At Middlebury USGS 
station; 17’ above normal. 

Flood Insurance Study for adjacent New Haven 
watershed to the north cites flood damage for 
1913. 

 

USGS 

 

Middlebury Flood 
Insurance Study, 1984 

Anderson-Nichols, 1986 

1927, Nov. Most severe flood overall in the recorded 
history of the State.  Estimated 5 to 10 inches 
rain over three days. 

Middlebury: Otter Creek flood crest at 
Middlebury USGS station, November 4, 1927 at 
13.3 feet above normal. 

“East Middlebury main street sustained damage 
as the river jumped its banks and flowed 
through the middle of the village.” 

“Three families at East Middlebury had to 
abandon their homes when the waters rushed 
through that village and washed the Main Street 
away.” 

Middlebury Flood 
Insurance Study, 1984 

USGS 

 

Anderson-Nichols, 1986 

Dufresne-Henry, 1984 

 

Johnson, 1927 

1936, March 
11-21 

Two flood events hit southern and northern 
Vermont primarily: rain and snowmelt caused 
the first flood (March 11); intense rains falling 
on saturated ground caused the 2nd event 
(March 16). 

Middlebury: Flood crest at Otter Creek USGS 
station; 10’ above normal was recorded on 
March 21. 

USGS 

 

 

USGS 
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1938, Sept. 
12 to 21 

Large quantities of rainfall followed by a 
hurricane caused flooding in the central and 
southern portions of Vermont 

11th highest peak annual flow on record for 
Otter Creek at Middlebury was recorded on 
September 25.  Middlebury:   USGS station 7.55ft 
above normal. 

Breakwater in East Middlebury Village was 
overtopped and Middlebury River waters 
flowed down Main Street causing road 
washouts and property inundation. 

“The East Middlebury River broke through its 
retaining wall in several places above and in the 
village and changed its course into the middle 
of the village street washing away great pieces 
of the heavy macadam  paving and ripping 
away the shoulders for almost the entire length 
of the village.” “Replacement of the breakwater 
and the bridge back of Week’s store [Grist Mill 
Bridge]” were required. 

USGS 

 

USGS 

 

 

Addison Independent, 

Oct. 7, 1938. 

1947,June 3 
& July 7 

Two flash floods referenced in Middlebury 
town report. 

Per USGS records the highest crest at the Otter 
Creek Stream gauge was 6.1 ft on June 8th 1947  

Middlebury Town Report, 
1947. 

USGS 

1958,April 25 Fifth highest peak flow on record for the Otter 
Creek at Middlebury USGS station: 8.17 feet  

Flood Insurance Study for adjacent New Haven 
watershed to the north cites flood damage for 
1958. 

USGS 

 

Anderson-Nichols, 1986 

1960,April 7 Fourth highest peak flow on record for the 
Otter Creek at Middlebury USGS station. 8.62 
feet 

Flood Insurance Study for adjacent New Haven 
watershed to the north cites flood damage for 
1960. 

USGS, 2003 

 

Anderson-Nichols, 1986 

1976,August 
9 - 10 

Statewide flooding related to Hurricane Belle 

Middlebury:Town report references receipt of 
$102,850 from the Federal Financial Assistance 

USGS, 1990 
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to repair damage done by Hurricane Belle to be 
used for stream cleaning and highway damage. 

Middlebury Town Report, 
1976 

 

1989,August 
4 - 5 

“Heavy rains in late August resulted in 
significant flooding in East Middlebury.”  

South of Goodro Lumber Company buildings 
were inundated. 

Middlebury Town Report, 
1989; 

Middlebury Zoning Office 
records 

1996,June 10 In June, washout on the North Branch Rd. Middlebury Town Report, 
1996 

1998,late 
June and 
early July 

This summer storm event followed an 
exceptionally wet spring and caused extensive 
damage in central Vermont particularly in 
upland towns of Addison and Washington 
Counties. “The most heavily damaged areas 
received up to 6 inches of rain over 
approximately six hours.” 

VTDEC, 1999 

2008, June & 
August 

Extensive washouts along Dugway and North 
Branch Roads; Lower Plains Bridge washed out; 
Multiple washouts along Route 125 causing 
multi-day closures; retaining wall at Grist Mill 
Bridge undermined. 

Amy Sheldon personal 
observations. 

2011, August 
28 

Tropical Storm Irene: Middlebury River jumped 
its banks downstream of Lower Plains Rd. 
Bridge behind Welch’s property and continued 
down E. Main Street past Goodros and onto 
Ossie Road; large amounts of sediment 
deposited in the stream channel; retaining wall 
at Grist Mill Bridge undermined. 

USGS gauge at Otter Creek Falls records the 
Irene flood crest 4 days later at the 8th highest 
recorded level: 7.31 ft above normal.   

 

Amy Sheldon personal 
observations. 

 

 

 

USGS – Fred Dunnington  
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3.  Compatibility with Neighboring Towns’ Plans 
 

Ripton (2010 Town Plan) 

Ripton is upstream of us on the Middlebury River and shares Rt. 125 and other 
roads leading up into the mountains. 

Ripton adopted fluvial erosion hazard zoning in 2009. The town plan encourages 
buffers along watercourses and prohibits sand and gravel extraction directly from 
riverbeds.  

The town wants to explore opportunities to install a small hydro facility in the 
Ripton Village area. 

The town plan shows Old Town Road (USFS #296) as a private road whose status 
is uncertain. This is a potential alternate route from Middlebury to Ripton if Rt. 
125 is washed out again. 

Ripton supports ACTR and would like more frequent service for commuters and 
students. 

In the area adjacent to Middlebury, the land use plan shows low density 
residential (10 ac/du) along North Branch Rd. and Rural Residential (25 ac) north 
of that for about 1.25 miles, around County Cross Rd. and Dragon Brook Rd. North 
of that is the Conservation District (25 ac). These areas about our Forest District 
(15 – 25 ac/du). 

 

Salisbury (2012 Town Plan) 

Salisbury adjoins Middlebury on the south, continuing Rt. 7, Shard Villa Rd., 
Lower and Upper Plains Roads. The Otter Creek forms the boundary between 
Salisbury and Cornwall upstream of Middlebury. Extensive wetlands in this area 
store flood waters before they reach Middlebury.  

The following language is from Salisbury’s 2006 plan: “The land use plans for the 
two communities [Middlebury and Salisbury] along their shared border is 
generally compatible. Both recognize the area around Otter Creek as wet, flood-
prone and ill-suited for development. Both envision a continuation of 
agricultural and rural residential uses on the west side of Route 7. Heading east 
of the highway, both classify the steeper, upland areas as primarily for forest and 
conservation use. Both allow for residential development at a medium intensity 
in the plains area leading north into the hamlet of East Middlebury.”  

The town landfill and garage are located in the plains area, as are several gravel 
pits. The town plan recommends reconsidering the appropriateness of gravel 
mining in this area when the plan is updated. 
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The Salisbury town plan supports protecting wetlands and maintaining buffers 
along water bodies.  

The plan discourages large-scale chain, big-box or franchise commercial 
development throughout Salisbury, including along Route 7. 
 

Cornwall (2013 Town Plan) 

Cornwall is upstream of us on the Otter Creek and shares Routes 30 and 125 to 
our west.  

The Cornwall town plan supports protecting wetlands, including the Cornwall 
Swamp. It encourages riparian buffers and setbacks from water bodies.  

Land use areas adjacent to Middlebury are described as follows: “The Rt. 30 
North Area will continue to be a densely built settlement characterized by 
historic homes lining the highway.” The plan supported shoulders along Rt 30, 
which were constructed when the road was rebuilt.  

“The Cider Mill-Ridge Rd. Area will continue to be an area of primarily for 
residential use with a rural character and open space.” Clustering is encouraged. 

“The Rural Area (between the Cider Mill-Ridge Rd. area and Middlebury town 
line) will be a low density settlement area where new homes are located away 
from prime agricultural soils and other viable farmland.” Clustering is 
encouraged. 

 

Weybridge (2011 Town Plan) 

Weybridge adjoins Middlebury on the north and west. Weybridge St. and 
Morgan Horse Farm Rd. extend into Weybridge. Otter Creek forms the boundary 
between Weybridge and Middlebury north of the Pulp Mill Bridge, and continues 
on as the boundary between Weybridge and New Haven. 

Like Middlebury and its other neighbors, Weybridge supports buffers along 
water bodies and protection of wetlands.  

One of the residential concentrations in Weybridge is along Pulp Mill Bridge Rd. 
adjacent to Middlebury. Land use in this area, extending up Sheep Farm Rd. as 
far as Terrace Hts., is planned at a density between 1 and 5 acres per dwelling 
unit. In the Otter Creek Gorge area between the creek and Morgan Horse Farm 
Rd., land uses are conservation, flood hazard and planned ag/residential (5 
acres/du). The plan promotes the creation of smaller infill lots or developments 
in parts of Weybridge where village patterns of development already prevail. 
Clustering is allowed. 
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The plan supports development of bike/pedestrian paths, especially along Pulp 
Mill Bridge Rd. and Morgan Horse Farm Rd. It calls for investigating the 
feasibility of a trail and bike path system coordinated as appropriate with the 
TAM and the proposed North Country Scenic Trail. 

New Haven (2017 Town Plan) 

Otter Creek, Rt. 7, Halpin Rd. and Munger St. extend north into New Haven. 
Cobble Rd. forms part of the boundary between New Haven and Middlebury.  

The town plan endorses buffers as a means of protecting water quality. It also 
mentions the potential of the Otter Creek gorge area as an ecological reserve. 
This area adjoins protected land in Middlebury and Weybridge. 

Of particular concern are the plans for the Rt. 7 corridor. New Haven has 
identified two areas for more intensive commercial/industrial uses: at New 
Haven Junction and around the intersection with Campground Rd. Two areas for 
less intensive commercial/industrial uses were also identified; these are at the 
north and south ends of Rt. 7 in New Haven. The area on the south end extends 
from the Middlebury town line to River Rd. on both sides of the highway. 
“Businesses along the Rt. 7 corridor should reflect the rural and scenic character 
of the town and blend with existing architecture and land use.” The plan calls for 
access management, clustered businesses and multi-lot service roads rather 
than a continuous strip. It supports limiting the sizes of commercial buildings. 

Middlebury’s portion of Rt. 7 adjacent to New Haven does not allow commercial 
uses next to the highway but directs them to the Exchange St. industrial park. 

The other areas in New Haven adjacent to Middlebury are in the Rural Planning 
Area, much of which has been developed with residential lots along the road and 
10 – 25 acre lots away from the road. Clustering is allowed. 

New Haven supports ACTR and Chittenden County Transit. 

With regard to railroads, New Haven supports continued use of the existing rail 
system and the current ground-level crossings at Rt. 17 and Rt. 7. Passenger rail 
is not specifically encouraged, although the plan mentions that the old station 
still exists. Middlebury’s plan endorses extending passenger rail from Rutland to 
Burlington. 

 

Bristol (2017 Draft Town Plan) 

Bristol adjoins Middlebury’s northeast corner. Rt. 116 extends north into Bristol. 
The new plan remains unfinished due to continuing work on defining areas for 
gravel extraction; these descriptions are from the 2011 draft. 
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Bridge #8, 2 miles south of downtown Bristol on Rt. 116, is structurally deficient 
and will likely be replaced. 

Bristol supports ACTR and is anticipating more frequent service as well as a new 
route along Rt. 116. The town plan also supports the train service from Rutland 
to New York City, but it does not mention the proposal, endorsed by Middlebury, 
to run passenger rail up to Burlington. 

Land adjacent to Middlebury is in the Conservation Planning Area (25 ac/du, 
clustering allowed) except for a Rural Agricultural district along Cobble Rd (5 
ac/du with clustering allowed). Extraction will not be permitted in either of 
these areas. 
 

 
4. Recent Transportation Studies 
 

Several transportation studies have been done for Middlebury and the 
surrounding area. A few of the studies that remain relevant to the current plan 
are summarized here.  

Middlebury Gap Scenic Highway Plan, 1996 

This plan outlines maintenance activities to maintain a natural and un-
manicured look to the road in rural areas, and a narrow, village-scale road in 
East Middlebury and Ripton. It calls for the replacement of the Sand Hill Bridge 
and the preparation of a detailed drainage plan (neither of which have been 
done). It discourages any actions that could lead to increased traffic, such as 
widening, straightening or promoting the road for tourism.  

(VT Rt. 125, The Middlebury Gap Scenic Highway Management Plan. Addison Co. 
Regional Planning Commission and Two-Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional 
Commission, with assistance from DeLeuw-Cather, Inc, the Office of Robert A. 
White, and Julie Campoli, Humstone Assoc. Dec., 1996) 

Middlebury/Route 7 Corridor Management Study, 1998 

This very comprehensive study looked at the Rt. 7 corridor from Exchange St. to 
Rt. 116 in East Middlebury. Although originally undertaken to improve the 
function of the road for through traffic, “it quickly became apparent that the 
roadway, except for the important major bottleneck at the Emma Willard 
triangle, was actually functioning adequately as an arterial roadway. Its real 
deficiency was in its other role as an access roadway, a role that accounted for 
70 – 90% of the traffic on its more congested segments.” (p. 1). The study 
recommended many actions to improve the function and appearance of the 
corridor and to preserve the character of adjacent properties.  Many have been 
done or are still in process.  
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The authors recognized that the congestion on Rt. 7, to a significant extent, is a 
local problem. Solving it will require many small changes; negotiation, 
compromise and cooperation will be necessary. 

(Middlebury/Route 7 Corridor Management Study. Prepared for the Addison Co. 
Regional Planning Commission by Oman Analytics, Community Planning & Design, 
and Kathleen Ryan, L.A., with Creighton Manning, Inc. Nov. 30, 1998.) 

 

Addison County Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Report, 2002 

This study identified the need for pedestrian and bicycle routes along Exchange 
St., Quarry Rd., Rt. 116 north of Quarry Rd., and in East Middlebury. It also 
recommended a system of paths and lanes throughout the town, with bike racks, 
signs and amenities. (Its recommendation to stripe Weybridge St. was completed 
in 2011). 

(Regional Bicycle Pedestrian Report. Background Report. Potential Project List and 
Model Policies. 2002. Prepared for the Addison Co. Regional Planning Commission 
by Wilbur Smith Assoc. and Land-Works.) 

 

Multi-modal Transportation Center Study, 2002 

A passenger train station, with commuter parking and a bus terminal, was the 
subject of this study. Eleven sites were initially evaluated, narrowed down to 
seven. The preferred alternative was the old train station on Seymour St., with 
parking along Seymour and Maple Sts. Long-term parking lots would require 
removal of buildings either at the beverage center or County Tire or both, 
and/or the use of a property across the RR tracks on Maple St.   For commuter 
parking where the Beverage Center is, a pedestrian bridge over Elm St. next to 
the RR overpass bridge was recommended to bring people from the long-term 
parking to the train/bus station.     A second study proposed renovations of the 
building and more detail on parking and pedestrian access.   (The multi-million 
dollar price tag, and impact on businesses were major issues. The program 
concept of having all off-street commuter parking plus bus convergence and 
multi-bus terminal demanded a large site, impossible to accommodate 
altogether downtown without business dislocations and great cost.  Not worth 
pursuing until perhaps RR passenger service resumes and need for this site 
warrants the property acquisition and costs.  Subsequent bus transit planning 
has used on-street loop systems better serving downtown. ) 

(Final Report for Middlebury Multi-modal Transportation Center Feasibility Study. 
2002. Prepared for the Addison Co. Regional Planning Commission by Stevens & 
Assoc. in association with Wallace Floyd Design Group, MW/LA Monroe Whitaker 
Landscape Architect, Richard Watts, and Resource Systems Group.     ALSO: 
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Final Report for Middlebury Multi-modal Conceptual Design Study. 2002. Prepared 
for the Addison Co. Regional Planning Commission by Stevens & Assoc. in 
association with Williams & Frehsee Inc., New England Management Co., and 
Resource Systems Group.) 

 

US 7 Corridor Improvements (Initial Scoping Report 1998, revised 2003, 
amended 2005) 

This report focused specifically on Rt. 7 between Creek Rd. and the Centre 
(Hannaford) Plaza. It recommended a boulevard between Creek Rd. and 
McDonalds with a median and roundabouts at Creek Rd., Middle Rd., and the 
Centre Plaza. Connected access points between the properties would be needed 
to make up for the blockage of left turns due to the median. A green strip and 
sidewalk or multi-use path would be built on each side. The Select Board 
approved this proposal unanimously. In 2004, questions about the number of 
roundabouts, winter maintenance, truck passage, design life, bus stops, etc. 
resulted in an addendum to the scoping report. As a result, the project was 
changed to signal synchronization and a connection between Middle Rd. and 
Creek Rd.  (now Lacrosse Dr.) so that vehicles could exit onto Rt. 7 at a light. ( As 
of early 2012, the plan for a median and roundabouts remained in the VTRANS 
Program (project NHG 019-3(53)SC). (Note: being in the VTRANS Program does 
not imply that funds will be available any time soon, if at all.) 

(Initial Scoping Report: Middlebury US Rt. 7 Corridor Improvements, NHG 019-
3(53)SC. Revised Dec. 2003. Prepared for Town of Middlebury and VTrans Local 
Transportation Facilities by Dufresne-Henry.) 

 

US 7/Exchange St. Intersection Study, 2004 

At the intersection of Exchange St. and Rt. 7, the sight distance was found to be 
400 ft., compared to the recommended 550 ft. for a 50 mph road. Though only 2 
accidents had occurred there in the previous 5 years, the intersection was widely 
perceived as dangerous, and was determined to be at capacity. Engineering 
studies concluded that a signal was warranted. Either a traffic signal or a 
roundabout could work. The Select Board unanimously voted in favor of a 
roundabout which would be best for traffic safety.   The report also suggested 
interim safety measures such as installing a flashing signal, trimming foliage, 
lowering the speed limit, adding a left turn lane on Exchange St., and adding 
lighting.  (SelectBoard request to State to lower speed limit was not approved.  
The roundabout is still a top priority of the Town).    

(US 7/Exchange St. Intersection: Traffic and Safety Improvements Scoping Study. 
Sept. 29, 2004. Submitted to Addison Co. Regional Planning Commission by 
Dufresne-Henry.) 
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Middlebury State Airport Business Plan, 2008 

This report refers to previous plans which call for extending Runway 19 from 
2,500 ft. to 3,700 ft., widening it to 60 ft., expanding a taxiway and adding 
aircraft parking and a new hangar. The Middlebury airport has the shortest 
paved runway in the state airport system, shorter than the recommended length 
for 75% of small aircraft. The inability to accommodate corporate jets makes it 
difficult for the airport to support itself. This business plan looks at areas around 
the airport that would be suitable for aviation-related development such as new 
hangars, industrial or commercial development, should the runway be extended. 
Currently the airport hosts an aircraft painting and light maintenance business. 

(Statewide Airport Business Plans: Middlebury State Airport. 2008. Prepared for 
VTrans by McFarland Johnson) 

 

Final Environmental Impact Statement, Middlebury Rail Spur, 2008 

This study was initiated in response to a 1999 legislative recommendation. Its 
purpose was to evaluate alternative ways to haul additional marble from the 
OMYA quarry in Middlebury to the processing plant in Florence, VT while 
reducing truck traffic on Rt. 7, especially through Brandon. The preferred 
alternative is a rail spur from the quarry to the main VT Rail line on the other 
side of Otter Creek, a route shown in the last two Town Plans. The project will 
require 55 acres and parts of 16 parcels of land, five of which have conservation 
easements on them. There will be a transload facility near the quarry to allow 
other truck container shippers to access the rail line. The spur will then pass 
under Lower Foote St. and under Rt. 7, and will cross Halladay Rd. at a “quiet 
zone”at-gradecrossing (unless another plan is agreed to by the RR and Town). It 
will cross the floodplain on trestles. There is very limited Town or Act 250 
jurisdiction over this project;  the Town  will need to carefully evaluate and work 
to minimize construction impact on Town roads.  

(Final Environmental Impact Statement, Middlebury Spur, October, 2008. US Dept. 
of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration; and Vtrans.) 

 

Vermont Western Corridor Transportation Management Plan, 2010 

This is a multi-modal study addressing roads, rail, transit, and land use along the 
western corridor from Massachusetts to the Canadian border. Most of the 
recommendations are general rather than specific. The report strongly supports 
considering roundabouts at intersections with high traffic volumes. The only 
specific recommendations for Middlebury highways are various options for 
widening or realigning Rt. 7 North. On railroads, the report supports upgraded 
track and bridges, transload facilities, and protecting properties with rail 
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frontage for rail-dependent uses. It supports passenger rail, long-distance bus 
service, and improved local transit with passenger hubs. Other policies support 
pedestrian and bike facilities, carpooling, streetscape improvements, traffic 
calming, and alternative-fuel vehicles. The report encourages local communities 
to adopt planning and zoning techniques that result incompact, mixed-use 
development patterns. 

(Vermont Western Corridor Transportation Management Plan Final Report. 
February 2010. Prepared For: Vermont Agency of Transportation, Chittenden 
County MPO, Addison County RPC, Bennington County Regional Commission, 
Chittenden County RPC, Northwest RPC, Rutland RPC. Prepared By: Parsons 
Brinckerhoff in Association with: Cambridge Systematics, Inc., Stantec, Inc., 
Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.) 

 

Middlebury River/VT RT. 125 Benefit/Cost Analysis, 2010 

After the floods and road washouts of 2008, this report was commissioned to 
look at the ideas of re-locating/ re-constructing Rt. 125 from East Middlebury to 
Ripton.  It evaluated the rerouting of portions of 125 along an old Town road, 
also known as the Center Turnpike, as well as actions to shore up the existing 
road and reduce damage to the river.  It recommended rebuilding with flood 
walls and large culverts on the bends that regularly wash out, but maintaining 
the Center Turnpike/Old Town road as an alternate route in case Rt. 125 washes 
out again. (A portion of the old Town road in Middlebury is a Class 4 
(unmaintained) Town Highway.  The portion in Ripton has not been formally 
accepted or preserved as a Town Highway right-of-way in Ripton). 

(Middlebury River/VT RT. 125 Benefit/Cost Analysis. Prepared for the Addison 
County Regional Planning Commission by Landslide, Inc and Milone & MacBroom. 
August, 2010) 

 

Exchange St. Multi-Use Path Study, 2012 

The study proposed an alignment for the path from Elm St. to Route 7 and 
estimated the cost at approximately $680,000. 

(Exchange Street Pedestrian Planning and Feasibility Study, August, 2012. 
Prepared for ACRPC by Otter Creek Engineering, Inc.) 
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Mary Hogan Elementary School Travel Plan, 2014. 

The plan looked at barriers and opportunities for increasing walking, biking and 
riding the bus to school. It recommended various engineering, enforcement, 
education and encouragement actions. 

 

Pulp Mill Bridge Rd./Seymour St. Sidewalk Study, 2014 

"After years of study, culminating in this report, both towns have concluded that 
they can improve pedestrian safety by constructing a sidewalk along the east 
side of Pulp Mill Bridge Road and along the southwesterly side of Seymour 
Street. Additionally, modifications to the intersections on either side of the 
bridge including new crosswalks can improve pedestrian safety, with the 
possible inclusion of new crosswalks." 

(Pulp Mill Bridge Area Sidewalk Scoping Study, May 2014. Prepared for the 
Towns of Middlebury and Weybridge.) 

 

Traffic Calming Feasibility Study, 2015 

Three streets were selected as pilot projects: South St., Seymour St. and Halladay 
Rd. (a popular running and biking loop). Suggestions for traffic calming were 
presented. 

(Traffic Calming Feasibility Study, Dec., 2015. Prepared for the Town of 
Middlebury and ACRPC by DuBois & King.)  

 

Vermont State Rail Plan 2015. 

The plan presents goals for improving tracks and increasing rail service in 
Vermont. The corridor through Middlebury is owned by VTrans and operated by 
Vermont Railway. This corridor is listed as a first priority for capacity upgrades 
to allow 286,000 lb. rail cars In most cases, this would involve installing new rail, 
replacing ties, surfacing, and improving crossings and turnouts. The VT Railway 
line is also listed as a top priority for passenger trains from Rutland to 
Burlington by 2020, with a platform in Middlebury. In terms of vertical 
clearance, this corridor has many obstructions: 20 bridges, 1 overpass, and 2 
other obstacles (p. 129). It is not listed as a priority for vertical clearance out as 
far as 2035. The VT Central Railway is the first priority (by 2021) and Green 
Mountain RR is second (by 2026).  

(Vermont State Rail Plan, October, 2015. Prepared for VTrans by Parsons 
Brinckerhoff, Cambridge Systematics, Fitzgerald & Halliday, Inc.) 
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Charles/Monroe Intersection Study, 2016  

The study recommended realigning Charles Ave. to meet Monroe St. and 
installing a signal to replace the two signals that exist there now. This would 
mean acquiring and removing the gas station and reconfiguring the high school 
parking lots. 

(Court Street/Monroe Street/Charles Avenue Intersections, April, 2016. 
Prepared for Town of Middlebury by VHB and SEC Group.) 

 

Bridge and Rail Project Environmental Assessment, 2017. 

This report assesses the environmental, economic and social impacts of the 
planned railroad bridge replacement project. The project includes replacing the 
Merchants Row and Main St. bridges, installing drainage systems and lowering 
the track to allow double stack cars to pass. Mitigation measures are proposed 
for the anticipated impacts. An Environmental Assessment is used to determine 
whether there should be a finding of "no significant impact" or if a more compete 
Environmental Impact Statement should be done. 

(Environmental Assessment: Middlebury Bridge and Rail Project, Middlebury, 
VT, April, 2017. VTRANS Projects Middlebury EWP3(2) & Middlebury 
WCRS(23). Submitted Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 4332(2) (c), 16 U.S.C. § 470(f), and 
33 U.S.C. § 1344. Prepared for the Federal Highway Administration, Vermont 
Agency of Transportation, and the Town of Middlebury, Vermont by VHB.) 

 
5. Planning References and Links 
 

Town web site link:  http://www.townofmiddlebury.org 

Addison County Regional Planning Commission link:  http://www.acrpc.org 

 

 
 

 

http://www.townofmiddlebury./
http://www.acrpc.org/

